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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY

COMMON
MISCONCEPTION

‘Property taxes are

like paying rent to the
government. Once you own
your home, you shouldn't
have to keep paying for it."

‘We're in an affordability
crisis, and this proposal offers
real relief.”

‘The only people opposed
to this proposal are the
ones who work in local
government.”

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY

Paying off a mortgage ends your obligation to

a private lender. It has nothing to do with the
ongoing local services every homeowner relies
on — calling 911 for a burglary, a heart attack, or
a house fire; driving on local roads; depending
on the infrastructure that delivers your water and
power; using neighborhood parks. Property taxes
fund the services that bring added value to homes
and make communities desirable places to live.
The real question: why should your neighbor pay
for those services on your behalf?

Floridians are squeezed — at the gas pump, at

the grocery store, and in the housing market.

That pressure is real. But cutting property taxes
doesn't eliminate the cost of police, fire, water, or
roads. It shifts that cost to higher fees, sales taxes,
and special assessments that every Floridian —
renters and homeowners alike — will feel. A tax cut
that quietly becomes a fee hike isn't relief.

That isn't accurate. Concerns have come

from all three major credit rating agencies,
independent tax policy experts, university
researchers, and conservative voices who
typically support tax cuts. When credit analysts
and fiscal conservatives are sounding the same
alarm as local officials, this is no longer a “local
government” issue — it's a Florida issue.
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COMMON
MISCONCEPTION

‘There's more than enough
waste in government to
absorb this tax cut.”

"This is just fearmongering.”

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY

Every city and county is different, but they all
share one thing: they are required by law to
adopt a balanced budget through a transparent
process, with public notice, public hearings, and
direct public input. Unlike budgets shaped behind
closed doors at higher levels of government, your
local property tax budget is the most citizen-
driven process in all of public finance. If you want
a say in how the money is spent, you have a seat
at the table — and a vote at the ballot box.

Concern grounded in data isn’t fearmongering —
it's math. The proposed exemption would reduce
the largest local revenue source by billions of
dollars statewide, and that gap has to be filled
somewhere. Cities aren't speculating; they are
doing the work every city is required to do —
modeling budgets, projecting service impacts,
and being transparent with residents about what's
on the table. Sounding the alarm before the fire
isn't fearmongering. It's the job.
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