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The Deland City Commission is proud and honoted to nominate Maggi Hall for the Florida League
of Cities Citizen of the Year Awartd. In DelLand and West Volusia, Ms. Hall is very well known. She
works in real estate but volunteers time toward environmental issues, code enforcement, and
histotical preservation. Ms. Hall is a thitd generation Floridian who graduated from DelLand’s own,

Stetson University in 1967. Just after graduation she moved to South Carolina, but then in a twist of

fate came back to live in Deland in 1999.

In 1999, Deland had a newly revitalized downtown area that showcased what the definition of a
small town was supposed to be, it had trendy cafés, designer shops, and vatious ptofessional
serﬁces. Just blocks away from the success story of downtown, in southeast Del.and, was an area
called “Crack Alley.” This area had many historic homes that dated back to the eatly 1900s.
Unfortunately due to neglect, the buildings were dilapidated and the neighborhood was filled with

prostitutes and drug dealers. It was so bad that even the police stopped patrolling the area.

When Hall returned to DeLand, she saw this depressing situation as an oppottunity. She dreamed of
transforming this area back to its former gloty in the 1940s. Using her real estate business, West
Volusia Propetties Inc., Ms. Hall posted listings on the internet and found investots to buy into the
dream. The testoration project was labeled, “¢the Voorhis Project.”” In 2002, after a thorough
restoration process “Crack Alley” was transformed into the “Garden District.” Over 50 buildings
have been renovated so far and restored to their original glory. There were streetscape
improvements as well The area was transformed into an enchanting warm envitonment now filled
with tree lined streets that included an art gallery, tea room, real] estate office and othet professional
services as well as single family homes. Mike Abels the City Manager was quoted as saying, “I
thought thete was no way to save some of those houses. I was absolutely dead wrong. It’s one of the

most absolute, perfect examples of private individuals using private money to further a public

‘ purpose.”




Not only does the City become a more connected community as outlined in the strategic plan, but
the Garden District also will bring additional tax funds to the City due to the increase in property

value because of this testoration project. Thanks to her wotk the district will soon become a

federally designated histotic district.

Ms. Hall is a resident that takes civic duty very seriously. She served on the City’s Strategic Planning
Task Force and serves on the City Code Enforcement Board. DeLand Mayor Bob Apgar has said
that, “she is a proactive advocate for better code enfotcement raising public awareness of

neighborhoods.” He also said that she is “motivated through the sincete desire to improve the

human condition of our residents.”

Ms. Hall also served on MainStreet Deland Association’s design committee. Executive Director
Taver Cotnett said that Maggi Hall stands for what MainStreet holds as its guiding principle, which
is “economic development through historic preservation.” Cornett noted that Hall invigorated this

design committee by infusing new and innovative ideas.

Her company has also voluntarily initiated two programs that promote positive impact in the City.
The first is the West Volusia Properties «Restoration Award.” This quartetly award goes to a
residential of commercial property owner who has done an outstanding job of restoring a histotic
propetty that was in need of restoration. The second program is the “MainStreet DelLand
Beautification Contest,” where downtown owners can compete for a $10,000 prize for renovation
success. She is also extremely active in the West Volusia Historical Society and helped with a tecent

historic preservation workshop hosted by the County of Volusia.

Ms. Hall participates in the adopt-a-road program. Her company has adopted Woodland Boulevard,
the main road that runs through DeLand. Finally, her company along with Stetson University, and
the Florida Wild Vetetinary Hospital put together a car wash, dog wash, and bake and rummage sale

to benefit the hurticane Katrina victims. They raised over $1,000 for these victims left homeless.

Because of what she has done for the DeLand community, she gained recognition as a great civically

minded person. In 2005 she received the Faith, Hope, and Chatity Community Setvice Award. In




May 2006 she was honored by the Florida Trust of Historic Preservation with the individual
Achievement Award for testoration of historical properties in Deland.

DelLand has benefited greatly from Ms. Hall’s great sense of civic responsibility, commitment to her
community and genuine desire to improve the quality of life in DeLand. Please join the City of

Deland by recognizing het as the Florida League of Cities Citizen of the Year for 2006.




